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Objectives:Objectives:

�� To understand the rationale for the change in MDCH rabies vaccinTo understand the rationale for the change in MDCH rabies vaccine e 

replacement policy,replacement policy,

�� To understand how to access To understand how to access RxHopeRxHope, a potential source of rabies vaccine , a potential source of rabies vaccine 

for the medically indigent, andfor the medically indigent, and

�� To understand the specific policy changes themselves, as they peTo understand the specific policy changes themselves, as they pertain to local rtain to local 

health departments (health departments (LHDsLHDs) and other healthcare agencies (i.e., hospitals, ) and other healthcare agencies (i.e., hospitals, 

urgent care centers and private practices).urgent care centers and private practices).



The Rationale for the Change in PolicyThe Rationale for the Change in Policy

�� The State of Michigan used to produce some of its own vaccines; The State of Michigan used to produce some of its own vaccines; in 1996 the in 1996 the 
production facility was sold to production facility was sold to BioPortBioPort.  One of the vaccines produced by Michigan was .  One of the vaccines produced by Michigan was 
rabies vaccines, which allowed the State to provide free rabies rabies vaccines, which allowed the State to provide free rabies vaccine to vaccine to LHDsLHDs and and 
private providers on an asprivate providers on an as--needed basis,  needed basis,  

�� As part of the sales agreement, As part of the sales agreement, BioPortBioPort was required to supply approximately 2000 was required to supply approximately 2000 
doses of rabies vaccine annually to the State, doses of rabies vaccine annually to the State, 

�� In about 2000 In about 2000 BioPortBioPort discontinued providing free rabies vaccine to State of Michigandiscontinued providing free rabies vaccine to State of Michigan,,

�� Instead of free vaccine, a oneInstead of free vaccine, a one--time lump sum given to Michigan,time lump sum given to Michigan,

�� Lump sum $$ used to purchase rabies vaccine and fund (in part) 3Lump sum $$ used to purchase rabies vaccine and fund (in part) 3 programs: Universal programs: Universal 
Hepatitis B Program, HighHepatitis B Program, High--Risk Hepatitis B Program and Vaccine Replacement Risk Hepatitis B Program and Vaccine Replacement 
Program,Program,

�� The costs of the latter 3 programs continue to increase, thusThe costs of the latter 3 programs continue to increase, thus

�� “Freeing” up the funds used to purchase rabies vaccine will allo“Freeing” up the funds used to purchase rabies vaccine will allow the other programs to w the other programs to 
last longer.last longer.



Rationale (cont’d)Rationale (cont’d)

�� All states surveyed in 2003All states surveyed in 2003--4 about whether they provided free 4 about whether they provided free 
rabies vaccine.rabies vaccine.

�� 28 states responded:28 states responded:

�� 24 states do not provide rabies vaccine24 states do not provide rabies vaccine

�� 2 states provide vaccine and rabies immune globulin2 states provide vaccine and rabies immune globulin

�� 2 states provide vaccine but expect payment2 states provide vaccine but expect payment

�� In addition, reliable information suggested that many, if not In addition, reliable information suggested that many, if not 
most, of the potential rabies contact cases were handled by nonmost, of the potential rabies contact cases were handled by non--
LHDsLHDs (e.g., hospitals, urgent care centers, etc.) without LHD (e.g., hospitals, urgent care centers, etc.) without LHD 
assistance.assistance.



Michigan Rabies Vaccine Michigan Rabies Vaccine 

Replacement Options:Replacement Options:

�� RxHopeRxHope, a program for the medically indigent, i.e., an individual , a program for the medically indigent, i.e., an individual 

or family at or below 200% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines or family at or below 200% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines 

(for example, $19,600 annual income for an individual or $40,000(for example, $19,600 annual income for an individual or $40,000

for a family of four), for a family of four), 

�� Medicaid, many other insurers and HMOs, especially when rabies Medicaid, many other insurers and HMOs, especially when rabies 

vaccine is coded as treatment (not prophylaxis), andvaccine is coded as treatment (not prophylaxis), and

�� MDCH MDCH –– the rabies vaccine supplier of last resort.the rabies vaccine supplier of last resort.

Note: Hospitals may have their own compassionate care programs oNote: Hospitals may have their own compassionate care programs or handle r handle 

the cost of the vaccine in another way.the cost of the vaccine in another way.















The Specific Policy ChangesThe Specific Policy Changes

�� December, 2005 memo from Jean December, 2005 memo from Jean ChabutChabut to to LHDsLHDs

�� LHD attestation form (to receive rabies vaccine from MDCH)LHD attestation form (to receive rabies vaccine from MDCH)

�� Sample letter from LHD to HMO or insurer (to get vaccine Sample letter from LHD to HMO or insurer (to get vaccine 

covered)covered)









Total Cost of MDCHTotal Cost of MDCH--Replaced Rabies Replaced Rabies 

Vaccine, by Year, 2000Vaccine, by Year, 2000--20052005

0

50000

100000

150000

200000

250000

300000

350000

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

Costs ($)



Number of Doses of MDCHNumber of Doses of MDCH--Replaced Rabies Replaced Rabies 

Vaccine Used, by Year, 2000Vaccine Used, by Year, 2000--20052005

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

# Doses



Questions?Questions?
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